Editorial
Environmental Health Perspectives (EHP) established the Paper of the Year in 2008 (Tilson 2008) as a way of highlighting high-quality articles published in the journal. The EHP Classic Paper of the Year is given to the most highly cited Research Article, Commentary, or Review Article over the preceding 60 months. We are proud to announce that the 2012 EHP Classic Paper of the Year is "Exposure of the U.S. Population to Bisphenol A and 4-tertiary-Octylphenol: 2003-2004 (2008) The study demonstrated that almost 93% of the NHANES participants were exposed to BPA. Because BPA is transformed and eliminated from the body within a few hours after exposure, the high percentage of people with detectable BPA suggested frequent or almost continuous exposure of the U.S. general population to this chemical. Furthermore, using urinary levels of BPA to categorize exposures, Calafat et al. (2008) showed that exposure differed by race/ethnicity, age, sex, and household income, suggesting that exposure may be influenced by multiple factors. The authors' findings on BPA exposure also highlighted the need for additional public health research. Calafat et al. established the framework that led the way for future studies to identify sources and routes of exposure to BPA and to evaluate potential health effects resulting from such exposures. Since the publication of the paper, our knowledge of exposure to BPA has greatly improved. For example, in addition to diet (still believed to be the main contributor to exposure for the general population), we now know that medical interventions (e.g., Calafat et al. 2009 ) and thermal paper products such as store receipts (e.g., Biedermann et al. 2010) can also contribute to BPA exposure. Moreover, additional high-quality biomonitoring studies of populations exposed to BPA-published since the Calafat et al. (2008) paper-have increased our understanding of the potential links between BPA exposures and human health. This exposure information will be useful for risk assessment (e.g., to set intervention and research priorities and evaluate the effectiveness of public health measures), as well as to monitor exposure trends.
EHP congratulates Calafat and colleagues for their contribution to the environmental health science literature. Their work clearly illustrates the utility of human biomonitoring to estimate population-based exposures. These exposure and health effects studies will ultimately inform policy decisions regarding human exposure levels and direct appropriate public health actions.
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